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the more enlightened sentiments of the times.    Reformers,
as  often happens  in  a  country that  boasts that it finds
justice in rough compromise and practical evasion, had pre-
ferred to make glosses and erasures where a bolder policy
would have blotted out some penal measure.    The sanctity
of religion was  still  maintained  by the  barbarity  of the
legal punishments to avenge it.   Catholics were incapacitated
by law from  inheriting or purchasing land;  priests were
liable to perpetual imprisonment for saying mass, and in-
formers entitled to a reward for exposing them.    None of
the   Statutes   requiring   conformity with   the   Church   of
England had   been  repealed, though  the Toleration  Act
relieved dissenting ministers from the restrictions imposed
by the Act of Uniformity and the Conventicle Act, and
exempted all persons from penalties on taking the oath of
allegiance and supremacy and making a declaration against
transubstantiation.    Catholics and Unitarians were left out-
side of the shelter of this Act.    The Test and Corporation
Acts, by which all persons holding office under the Crown,
or municipal office, were obliged to take the Sacrament, re-
mained on the Statute Book; the one Act pas^d-rin 1673
to  exclude Roman  Catholic   Ministers   from   the   King's
Councils, the other, passed twelve years earlier, when the
Restoration had brought the Churchmen into power.   Under
these Acts, Catholic and Protestant Dissenters both suffered,
for  though the  Protestant   Dissenters  had  supported the
Test  Act, in  order to  maintain Protestant supremacy in
England, they had found it no easy matter to escape from
the toils in which they had allowed the Church to imprison
them.    But for thirty years a yearly Act of Indemnity had
been passed for Protestant Dissenters who had held office
contrary to this Act.     The law exacted conformity, but
condoned  nonconformity.     The Penal Laws  of England,
as Chatham said, were so many bloodhounds held in leash.
In the long struggle to remove the civil disabilities of Dis-
senters, and to destroy the Penal Laws, Fox almost alone
of our great statesmen never gave a vote against religious